Heat-induced antigen retrieval: what are we retrieving?
Of all molecular aspects lost and recovered during formalin fixation and antigen retrieval, respectively, electrostatic charges have probably received the least attention. This review will focus on our work during the past 7 years. It strongly supports the tenet that electrostatic charges, i.e., net negative on antigens and net positive on antibodies, play an important part in immune reactions and therefore should be given greater attention when focusing on quality control in immunohistochemistry.